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Press Release

Grabber AT3 from General Tire as Original Equipment for Ford Ranger Raptor
[bookmark: _GoBack]Robust all-terrain tyre for year-round use in the SUV/4x4 segment

Hanover, March 2021. General Tire celebrates another original equipment success. The Ford Ranger Raptor is now exclusively fitted as standard with the award-winning all-terrain General Grabber AT3 tyre. The high-performance off-road pickup from Ford features a specially developed, motorsport-friendly chassis, the special qualities of which come into play at high speeds away from paved roads in particular. “The development engineers at Ford went to great pains to find the perfect tyre for their benchmark product. Ultimately, the decisive factor for selecting this tyre was its optimal interaction with the outstanding suspension and performance features of the Ranger Raptor in conjunction with the striking dynamic properties of the General Grabber AT3,” says JJ Dowling, General Manager Manufacturing at Continental Tire South Africa. “We’re excited about the vehicle and delighted with the collaboration.” 

Like all vehicle manufacturers, Ford defines a wide range of specific requirements, which the Grabber AT3 more than met during intensive testing – including grip performance in wet and dry conditions, noise generation, mileage, reliability and stability. “The original equipment approvals for the Ranger Raptor,” says Dowling, “once again confirm the excellent reputation of the Grabber AT3 as a tyre with exceptional qualities both on and off road and in all weather conditions.” Independent tests published in the automotive trade press also prove that the Grabber AT3 is the measure of all things in the all-terrain tyre segment with its 50/50 design for balanced performance on the road and cross-country. In 2018, for instance, the tyre from General Tire was the overall winner among 16 competing products in a major performance comparison of all-terrain tyres conducted by SA 4x4 Magazine. 

The main technical features of the General Grabber AT3 include TracGen and DuraGen technology. Thanks to its numerous grip edges in the innovative tread, TracGen ensures exceptional traction on loose surfaces and therefore offers the best transmission of drive and braking forces. The DuraGen technology, in turn, guarantees an extremely robust rubber compound. It ensures extra-strong stud rows and a long tyre service life, even when used on rough terrain. The high-strength steel belt construction also offers reliable stability under all permitted load conditions. The balanced tread geometry with uniform material distribution and low stiffness as well as the optimised arrangement of the tread blocks reduces vibrations in the tyre for maximum comfort and achieves an impressively low noise level. In addition, the General Grabber AT3 bears the snowflake symbol on its side wall and is therefore suitable for year-round use, even in wintery weather conditions. 

The Ranger Raptor is built for the global market in Silverton, South Africa. The vehicle is equipped ex works with the size LT 285/70 R17 116/113 S tyre in a robust light truck specification with additional reinforcement for special load capacity. This new size was added to the existing Grabber AT3 range during the development process with Ford and is now also available from the aftermarket. The tyres are produced at the Continental Tyre South Africa plant in Port Elizabeth.




Since its foundation in 1915, the General Tire brand in Fort Mill, South Carolina, USA, looks back on a company history spanning more than 100 years. It has manufactured tyres for motor vehicles of all kinds from the very outset. The company was acquired by Continental in 1987. General Tire now sells tyres for passenger cars, trucks and industrial applications worldwide, as well as special tyres for 4x4 vehicles.
Continental develops pioneering technologies and services for sustainable and connected mobility of people and their goods. Founded in 1871, the technology company provides safe, efficient, intelligent and affordable solutions for vehicles, machinery, traffic and transportation. In 2019, Continental generated sales of EUR 44.5 billion and currently employs more than 232,000 people in 59 countries and markets.
The Tires business area has 24 production and development sites worldwide. Continental is a leading tyre manufacturer and achieved sales of €11.7 billion in this business area with more than 56,000 employees in 2019. Continental is one of the technology leaders in tire production and offers a wide range of products for passenger cars, commercial and special vehicles and two-wheelers. Through continuous investment in research and development, Continental makes an important contribution to safe, economical and ecologically efficient mobility. The portfolio of the tyre business unit includes services for tyre retail and fleet applications as well as digital management systems for tyres.
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